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The deep secrets that restrict us, and limit our lives, are 
at the heart of this first engaging novel in the new Smoky 
Mountain series. 

Vivian Delaney arrives in the quiet Wear’s Valley, on the 
backside of the Smoky Mountains, carrying a heavy load of hid-
den problems, eager to find a quiet place to escape the recent trou-
bles of her past.  Right away Vivian encounters unexpected chal-
lenges with her landlord, Scott Jamison.  From Vivian’s first 
meeting with Scott – at the end of a rifle barrel – Scott seems pur-
posed to push past all Vivian’s defenses and to find a way into her 
heart. 
 Just as Vivian begins to trust Scott and is able to share her 
secrets with him, love for a little foster girl, Sarah Taylor, chal-
lenges Vivian and Scott’s new relationship.  When Sarah is lost in 
the mountains, the suspense and conflict build, with the lives of 
several characters caught in the balance. 
ADVANCE PRAISE FOR THE FOSTER GIRLS: 
“Well, I’ve finally come across someone that believes in all the things 
that I do… love, family, faith, intrigue, mystery, loyalty, romance, and 
a great love for our beloved Smoky Mountains. Dr. Lin Stepp, I salute 
you.” - DOLLY PARTON, award-winning country music singer, song-
writer, entrepreneur.  

"This warm-hearted and satisfying novel is like sipping a warm mug 
of chocolate in front of a mountain fireplace. Lin Stepp paints a 
charming portrait of the Smokies, their people, and a wonderful way 
of life. The Foster Girls will make readers eager for more of Lin 
Stepp's endearing stories. A richly satisfying novel of love, family and 
friendship." - DEBORAH SMITH , author of A Gentle Rain  

"In Chapter One, readers will be pulled right into the excitement and 
mystery of The Foster Girls. The series will fill a great need for en-
chanting novels with high moral standards, real characters with hon-
est problems, … but books with joyful endings. The setting that Lin 
Stepp presents is breathtaking." - LILA HOPKINS, award-winning 
inspirational author of The Master Craftsman  
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Readers who enjoy Inspirational Contemporary 
Romance novels, Southern Women’s Literature, 
and authors like Debbie Macomber, LaVyrle 
Spencer, Deborah Smith, and Ann Rivers Siddon 
would enjoy The Foster Girls. 
 Marketing:  Book Launch in Knoxville, Tennes-
see area aboard a Paddle Wheel Queen Steamboat. 
A minimum of 30 signing events in S.E. US, In-
dustry & Media Reviews, IBPA Targeted National 
Mailing to Book Reviewers, Libraries, & Book-
stores. SIBA conference. 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Dr. Lin Stepp is a native Tennessean, a business-
woman, and an educator.  She is on faculty at Tus-
culum College where she teaches several Psychol-
ogy courses, including Developmental and Educa-
tional Psychology, and a Research writing sequel.  
She resides in Knoxville, TN with her husband 
J.L. 
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